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Inglés Intermedio  19 
Thanksgiving 

 
 

   Hello everyone. 

    Next Thursday, November 26, Thanksgiving is celebrated in the United States. 

    I have searched for information on the Internet and  I have prepared a summary about the 

origin of this celebration.  I hope you understand it well and find it interesting. 
 

The origin of the Thanksgiving celebration dates back to 
the early 17th century. In 1601 there was a break in the 
Anglican Church of England. The Puritans (also called 
separatists) began to be persecuted. A small colony known as 
the Pilgrims emigrated to Holland, a country famous for its 
policy of religious freedom. After two decades in the 
Netherlands, the Pilgrims decided to leave that country 
because they were suffering financial problems and did not 
want to lose their English language and culture. For these 
reasons they decided to emigrate to America. 

 

      They returned to England and, in September 1620, on a 
ship called the Mayflower, they began their journey to an 
English settlement that existed in Virginia. 

However, the weather conditions made it impossible to 
reach Virginia and, after spending a very hard winter aboard 
the Mayflower, they reached the North American coast and 
created a new settlement that they called Plymouth. 

 

The first winter in America was devastating. 50% of the 
Pilgrims died of cold and hunger. 

A group of native Indians decided to help the English. They 
taught them to farm and hunt. In gratitude for the help, the 
English invited the Indians to a great dinner to share the 
collected products. This was the origin of the "harvest festival" 
that would eventually become the Thanksgiving tradition. 

 
 

According to the story, the Indians attended the first 
Thanksgiving dinner with various foods including a turkey.   
Since then, the tradition of preparing turkey for Thanksgiving 
dinner has been maintained. 
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Based on what you have read, try to answer the following questions: 

Who were the Pilgrims? 

         . 

Why did they emigrate to Holland?  

         . 

Why did they choose Holland as their new home? 

         . 

Why did the Pilgrims leave Holland after 20 years? 

         . 

What was the Mayflower? 

         . 

To which part of America did the Mayflower arrive? 

         . 

How did the pilgrims call the new settlement? 

         . 

What happened to the Pilgrims on their first winter in America. 

         . 

Who helped them? 

         . 

What the pilgrims were taught to do? 

         . 

Why is the turkey the traditional Thanksgiving meal? 

         . 
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Answers sesion 18. Sentences to translate 

1- ¿Qué te pasa? Me duele la espalda. 

2- No comprendo, ¿te importa repetir? 

3- ¿Con qué frecuencia quedas con tus 

amigos? Una vez a la semana. 

4- No hables alto, por favor. Habla bajo. El 

bebé está durmiendo. 

5- ¿Qué tipo de ropa llevas normalmente? 

Siempre llevo ropa informal. 

6- ¿Qué estabas haciendo cuanto te llamé? 

Una ensalada de tomate, pepino y 

lechuga. 

7- ¿Quieres ir de compras esta tarde? No, 

preferiría quedarme en casa, si no te 

importa. 

8- ¿ Me puedes perdonar? No te 

preocupes, no estoy enfadado contigo. 

9- ¿De qué estáis hablando? De la vida. A 

veces es muy dura y a veces es 

emocionante. 

10- Habla más despacio, por favor. No 

puedo entenderte. 

11- ¿Por qué lloras? Lloro porque estoy 

cortando cebollas.  

12- ¿Conoces a algún abogado?, Si, la 

esposa de Alberto es abogada. 

13- El padre de María es mi suegro y su 

madre es mi suegra. 

14- No quiero estar gordo, voy a adelgazar. 
 

15- Escúchame con atención. Estoy muy 

triste por tus notas. 

16- Se me dan muy bien los idiomas. 

17- ¿Qué tiempo hace? Hace frío y el cielo 

está nublado 

18- Yo no sé hablar Inglés todavía , pero 

estoy aprendiendo 

19- ¿Por qué lavaste mi camiseta? Porque 

estaba sucia 

20- Voy a hacer la compra después del 

trabajo. Necesito pasta de dientes y 

comida. 

1- What's wrong with you? My back hurts. 

2- I don't understand, do you mind repeating? 

3- How often do you meet your friends? Once 

a week. 

4- Don't speak loudly, please. Speak Low. The 

baby is sleeping. 

5- What kind of clothes do you usually wear? I 

always wear casual clothes. 

6- What were you doing when I called you? A 

salad with tomato, cucumber and lettuce. 

 

7- Do you want to go shopping this afternoon? 

No, I'd prefer to stay home, if you don't mind. 
 

 

8- Can you forgive me? Don't worry, I'm not 

angry with you. 

9- What are you talking about? About life. 

Sometimes it is very hard and sometimes it is 

exciting. 

10- Speak more slowly, please. I can not 

understand you. 

11- Why are you crying? I´m crying because I 

am chopping onions.  

12- Do you know a lawyer? Yes, Alberto's wife 

is a lawyer. 

13- Maria's father is my father-in-law and her 

mother is my mother-in-law. 

14- I don't want to be fat, I'm going to lose 

weight. 

15- Listen to me carefully. I am very sad about 

your marks. 

16- I am very good at languages. 

17- What's the weather like? It's cold and the 

sky is cloudy 

18- I don't know how to speak English yet, but 

I'm learning 

19- Why did you wash my shirt? Because it was 

dirty 

20- I'm going to do the shopping after work. I 

need toothpaste and food. 

 


